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Full & Partial Bathroom Remodeling  
Aging & Accessibility Solutions

Call Today
for our location and hours!

ROC #86135
*Full remodel offer is valid from 11/01/2022 through 11/30/2022 and cannot 
be combined with other offers. Restrictions apply. Visit rebath.com/location/

charlotte for full terms and conditions.  

**Financing is provided by third-party lenders under terms arranged by 
customers and lender, subject to credit requirement. Not all buyers may qualify.

(828) 845-1438

a full bathroomRemodel | Payments as low as $99*

$1,250 OFF

Change your bathroom 

not your address.

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE!**
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Rising risk

With hospitalizations for COVID-19
rising, seniors are again at a high risk
for the disease. Nation & World, 10A

HENDERSONVILLE - Between the
card tables filled to the edge with hand-
made wooden toys, woodcrafters and
nonprofit employees in holiday dress
and even a surprise visit from Santa
Claus, the Elks Club in Hendersonville
on Dec. 7 felt like a certain North Pole
locale kids dream about. 

The Apple County Woodcrafters, a
nonprofit woodworking club in Hender-
sonville, may have been holding its an-
nual Toy Giveaway and Holiday Party,

but it felt more like Santa’s Workshop.
This year, the Woodcrafters distributed
over 2,500 handmade toys, mostly
wooden toys like trucks and puzzles but
also some stuffed animals and quilts, to
12 local nonprofit and other groups that
will distribute them to kids who may not
otherwise get toys during the holiday
season.

“I just want to, on behalf of the com-
munity as a whole, say thank you again
this year to this wonderful, wonderful
toy distribution,” Hendersonville Mayor
Barbara Volk said at the giveaway. “I’m
overwhelmed again. I think there is
more than there have been in the past

and some interesting new items as
well.”

The 12 groups all represent different
ways of helping struggling people,
from food banks to crisis centers and
everything in between. The groups are:

h Calvary Food Pantry
h Carolina Baptist Association
h Children and Family Resource

Center
h Craggy and Swannanoa Correc-

tional Centers
h Edneyville Community Lion’s

Club

Handmade holidays

A table full of handmade toys at the Apple County Woodcrafters annual Toy Giveaway and Holiday Party on Wednesday.
This year, the nonprofit gave away over 2500 toys to groups like The Salvation Army to distribute to families in need
during the holiday season. CHRISTIAN SMITH/CITIZEN TIMES

Local woodworking nonprofit donates thousands of toys
Christian Smith
Hendersonville Times-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TOYS, Page 2A

FLETCHER — A North Henderson
High School senior was killed on Dec. 8
after the truck she was a passenger in
was hit head-on by another truck on
Terry Gap Road, according to the North
Carolina Highway Patrol. 

Madison Crawford, 17, was a middle
passenger in the Ford Ranger struck by
a Dodge Dakota driven by Michael Tra-
valini, 56, who was transported to Par-
dee UNC Health Care and then later to
Mission Hospital. Crawford was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, according
to Trooper Rohn Silvers of the High-
way Patrol.

Silvers said troopers were dis-
patched to the head-on collision at ap-
proximately 4:17 p.m. Dec. 8. 

“A Dodge Dakota traveling east on
Terry Gap Road traveled left of center
and struck a Ford Ranger head-on that
was traveling west on Terry Gap Road,”
Silvers said. “There were three occu-
pants in the Ford Ranger which was a
regular cab pickup. The (Ranger) driv-
er, Robert Lunsford, 18, and the right
passenger, Kimisa Buchanan, 17, were
both transported to Mission Hospital
with critical injuries.”

The school was in a state of shock
and mourning on the morning of Dec.
9.

“She was a very nice kid,” longtime
North Henderson Social Studies
teacher and volleyball coach Sue Moon
said. “Madison was always kind in our
interactions. She always had a smile
on her face. She was always willing to
help others. Her friends mentioned
how she was working to find a purpose
through some tough times.”

Student
killed, others
injured in
head-on
collision 
Dean Hensley
Hendersonville Times-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See COLLISION, Page 2A

Following several months of discus-
sion, public input and workshops, the
Town of Mills River decided at its
monthly meeting earlier this week to al-
locate its American Rescue Plan funds
in two phases of approximately $1.1 mil-

lion.
Using the Town’s comprehensive

plan as a guide, Town Council decided
to earmark $500,000 for land conserva-
tion, $500,000 to acquire property to
expand and improve existing services
and $100,000 in nonprofit support, ac-
cording to a news release from The
Town of Mills River. 

Both land conservation and property
acquisition seek to address several
goals in the Town’s recently adopted
Making Mills River Comprehensive
Plan, including protecting and preserv-
ing the rural and agricultural character
of Mills River, promoting the preserva-
tion of agricultural and natural lands
and encouraging land stewardship, the

release said.
“This first phase of funding is an ef-

fort to make investments in Mills River
which will have a lasting legacy for the
community,” Mayor Shanon Gonce said
in the release.

In addition to legacy projects, a 

Town decides to allocate its $1.1M ARP funds in two phases
Hendersonville Times-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ARP, Page 2A

OF NORTH CAROLINA

Ceramic based coating that won’t chip, crack, or peel
with a 25 year warranty.

828-785-5494
Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate!

Authorized Dealer

NEVER PAINT AGAIN! 
PROTECT & BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS WITH RHINO SHIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA

15% 
OFF

Material & Labor
(Expires                   )12/31/2022

END OF YEAR 
SAVINGS

WN-33311260

828-785-5494
(Expiresl 2/31/2022)
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Customer service
To view our most recent disclosures and important information
regarding your subscription, please visit
aboutyoursubscription.blueridgenow.com. Contact Times News for
questions or to report issues at 888-478-4922.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting blueridgenow.com. 

The print Newspaper in Education program has been discontinued.
Funds supporting this program are being redirected to the College
Readership Program. If you have any questions, please contact
888-478-4922.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
jwalston@gannett.com to report a mistake or call 828-694-7872.
Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ............................................................................. 888-478-4922
Newsroom ............................................................................................ 828-692-0505
Advertising .......................................................................................... 864-569-2260
Obituaries ............................................................................................ 888-262-8854

Postal information
The Times News, USPS# 10422323, is published 6 days per week
excluding Saturday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, P.O. Box 490, Hendersonville, NC 28793. Periodicals postage
paid at Hendersonville, NC and additional mailing offices. Postmaster:
Please send address changes to Time-News, P.O. Box 490,
Hendersonville, NC 28793.

U.S. House of Representatives, 
District 11
Madison Cawthorn, Republican
102 Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-6401 
Website: cawthorn.house.gov 
Email: info@madisoncawthorn.com 
Hendersonville District Office, 200 N.
Grove St., Suite 121, Hendersonville, NC
28792
Phone: 828-435-7310 
N.C. House of Representatives, 
District 117 
Timothy D. Moffitt, Republican 
16 West Jones St., Rm. 2215, Raleigh,
NC 27601-1096
Phone: 919-733-5956 

Local office: P.O. Box 768, Henderson-
ville, NC 28793
Phone: 919-733-5956 
Email: Tim.Moffitt@ncleg.gov 
113th District
Representative Jake Johnson
NC House District 113, serving Southern
Henderson, Polk and Transylvania coun-
ties.
Phone: 919-715-4466
Email: jake.johnson@ncleg.net 
Office: 300 N. Salisbury St., Room 602,
Raleigh, NC 27603
48th District
Sen. Chuck Edwards
300 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh, NC 27603-
5925
Phone: 919-733-5745

Email: Chuck.Edwards@ncleg.net
Local address: 337 N. Main St., Hen-
dersonville, NC 28739
Phone: 828-785-4133 
Website: www.nc48.com
Sen. Richard Burr
217 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3154 
Website: burr.senate.gov
Sen. Thom Tillis
185 Dirksen Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-6342
Local address: 1 Historic Courthouse
Square, Suite 112 Hendersonville, NC
28792
Phone: 828-693-9142

Website: tillis.senate.gov 
Historic Courthouse
1 Historic Courthouse Square, Suite 1,
Hendersonville, NC 28792
Phone: 828-697-4808 
Website: hendersoncountync.org/
board
Board of Commissioners
William Lapsley, chairman:
wlapsley@hendersoncountync.org
Rebecca K. McCall, vice-chairman:
rmccall@hendersoncountync.gov
Mike Edney, commissioner: 
jmedney@hendersoncountync.org
David Hill, commissioner:
davidhill@hendersoncountync.gov
Daniel Andreotta, commissioner: 
dandreotta@hendersoncountync.gov
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BONUS CODE

* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Wednesday, December 14, 2022 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions that interest you.  
 Coupons cover restaurants, travel, family fun, automotive, shopping  
 and more!

54QJN8Y

SELL IT 
BUY IT
FIND IT

Place your
classified ad today.

h Eliada Homes
h Fishes and Loaves Food Pantry
h Helping Hand Development Center
h Hendersonville Rescue Mission
h St. John in the Wilderness
h The Salvation Army of Henderson,

Polk, and Transylvania Counties
h The Storehouse
St. John in the Wilderness and the

Carolina Baptist Association picked
their toys up early because they had
holiday events before the giveaway, Ap-
ple County Woodcrafters Vice President
Gary Mach said.

From each of the ten groups at the
event, a leader in the organization spoke
about how grateful they were to be dis-
tributing the toys and the impact the
toys have on the lives of the kids who re-
ceive then. 

“I didn’t realize where these toys
came from,” said Chris Pace, who said
he has been involved with The Store-
house for over ten years. “I’d be over
there in distribution, and all these neat
toys were around, and I really started
believing Santa was real. That there
were legitimate elves bringing toys here
because I’m saying, ‘These did not come
from Walmart. These are special.’”

Apple County Woodcrafters has been

holding these toy giveaways for 37
years, and according to Marketing Di-
rector Don Speese, holiday toy give-
aways is where the organization be-
gan. At first, he said, it started with
just a few guys making toys in their ga-
rages.

Now the nonprofit spends over
$5,000 a year just on materials for
these toys.

After getting all the materials and
planning out the toys, Speese said the
organization “then assigns work to the
elves, sorry, to the woodworkers.” The
group currently has around 250 mem-
bers, all of whom pay $100 a year dues
to be in the club. Membership comes
with access to its 3,750 square foot
shop and resource library in Hender-
sonville, monthly meetings, field trips
and workshops.

“Since 1995, our members have
made over 25,000 wooden toys, for lo-
cal deserving children at Christmas,”
the Apple County Woodcrafters web-
site says.

In addition to wooden toys, other
members made over 250 stuffed bears
and quilts for the giveaway.

Work on next year’s toys will begin
soon, Mach said. 

Christian Smith is a reporter for the
USA Today Network. Questions or
Comments? Contact him at
RCSmith@gannett.com or (828) 274-
2222

Toys
Continued from Page 1A

Seen here at Apple County Woodcrafter's annual Toy Giveaway and Holiday
Party on Wednesday, from left: Gary Mach, vice president of Apple County
Woodcrafters; Wendy Hamil, donor services manager for the Community
Foundation of Henderson County and Don Speese, marketing director of Apple
County Woodcrafters. The Community Foundation handles Apple County
Woodcrafters' finances, Mach said, and also regularly provides grants for
projects like its annual holiday toy giveaway. CHRISTIAN SMITH/CITIZEN TIMES 

Moon said Henderson County Public
Schools staff members and staff mem-
bers from other schools have been on
campus to help North’s students and
staff.

“The outpouring of support from our
community has been amazing,” she
said.

Henderson County Public Schools
released a statement in the early after-
noon of Dec. 9.

“Our hearts are heavy as our district
mourns the loss of Madison Crawford, a
12th grade student at North Henderson
High School. We are deeply saddened
by the passing of this young woman as a
result of a head-on collision that oc-
curred Thursday afternoon. Kimisa Bu-

chanan, an 11th grade student at North
Henderson, and Robert ‘Xander’ Luns-
ford, a 2022 graduate of North Hen-
derson, were also in the vehicle at the
time of the accident. Both were trans-
ported to Mission Hospital, where
they remain at this time. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Madison’s family
and the families of all who were in-
volved in this tragic event,” the state-
ment said.

HCPS said school psychologists,
school social workers, and school
counselors with the district’s Crisis
Team are available at the schools af-
fected by this loss to talk with students
and staff and to provide support dur-
ing this difficult time. 

“These resources will remain avail-
able to students and staff as our HCPS
Family continues to navigate this diffi-
cult time,” the statement said.

Collision
Continued from Page 1A

portion of these funds are intended to
support local area nonprofits who
serve the residents of Mills River by
providing funding opportunities for
one-time projects like building im-
provements, equipment replacement
or other large purchases. The Council
repeated its sentiment several times
during this week’s workshop that this
is the first phase of funding and when
considering a second phase next year,
funding amounts, projects, or goals
may be adjusted based upon feedback

and the results of the first phase.
Requesting funding for these types of

projects does not disqualify an organi-
zation from seeking additional funding
next spring during the development of
the annual budget, the release said.

“I am proud to be part of a Council
that has a vision for the future by fund-
ing projects like land preservation and
looking for opportunities to provide
more space for parks, while also part-
nering with nonprofits to serve the com-
munity. It is a win-win for everyone,”
Councilman and Mayor Pro Tem Randy
Austin said in the release.

For more information visit
www.millsriver.org/arpa.

Mills River flows near the Mills River Recreation Area. JENNIFER HEASLIP/TIMES-NEWS 

ARP
Continued from Page 1A


